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In February '97 he again noted :
" I do not speak lightly when I state my convictions that
the circumstances of my farewell, which I tfriTilr were
altogether without parallel, had serious causes beyond the
operation of political disagreements, which no doubt went
for something but which were insufficient to explain them.
Statements, whether true or false, must have been carried
to her ears, which in her view required (and not merely
allowed) the mode of proceeding which was actually
adopted."
This veSed statement hints, it has been thought,
that the Queen had heard and believed the
absurd tittle-tattle of the clubs about Gladstone's
supposed relations with women of the town, tkde-
tattie which was rife in London through the
'nineties, and which was only silenced by the
Wright v. Gladstone case of 1927.
The Queen, exercising privilege, did not seek
Gladstone's Advice as to his successor. He would
have advised Lord Spencer, but she sent for Lord
Rosebery, whom Gladstone, much to his subse-
quent regret, had appointed Foreign Secretary
in an endeavour to be agreeable to Court. A
general sense of relief was experienced. Any
number of ships could now be built; and, on his
very first day as Prime Minister, Rosebery stated
that England was the predominant partner,
whose conversion to Home Rule was a pre-
requisite to its concession : true enough, no doubt,
but coming at such a moment, it could have but
one meaning. The Liberal Party intended to
throw over Home Rule, as it had already adopted